TIPS FOR WRITING DISSERTATIONS
	ABSTRACT

Answer the following questions

· What is the area of study?

· What is the problem being tackled?

· What does the literature say?

· How did you tackle the problem?

· How did you implement the solution?

· What results have you gotten?

STRUCTURE

· Try to identify a framework, structure or process with 3-6 headings that can be used to link your chapters together, review the literature under these headings, do your design using them, and evaluate using them. 

WRITING TIPS
· Avoid any generalized comments and untested statements

· Check grammar and punctuation, avoid slang terms and conversational terms

· Avoid using terms like “prove”, “definitely”, and “confirm”

RESULTS

· Include a selection of graphs of your results

· Analyze and evaluate the results, reflect on how they tie back to your research question

· If you do a survey and get less than 35 respondents, doesn’t use z-tests.
QUALITATIVE RESEARCH

· If you are developing a questionnaire, devote at least a section (or perhaps a chapter) to the design of it. Tie each question back to the research problem, and cite some relevant survey design references (e.g. Oppenheim).
· If you are doing interviews, make sure they are recorded (written, audio, or video) and that they are transcribed and are analyzed using a technique such as colour coding.

	VISUAL INFORMATION

· Include screen captures of any software that you are employing in your research

· Include any organization logos, etc. if research involves a specific company. 

CITATIONS

· The correct way to cite one author is (Smith, 2005), the correct way to cite two authors is (Smith and Jones, 2005), the correct way to cite multiple authors is (Smith et al., 2005)

· Try to avoid referencing webpages (they aren’t peer-reviewed) or podcasts
· Do not reference Wikipedia unless your project somehow concerns it.
CONSIDER YOUR CHAPTERS

· All chapters (other than the first and last chapter) should include an Introduction and Conclusion section.

· Ensure all literature & case studies reviewed are relevant to the research question.
· Don’t just report the literature, make sure to critically analyze and explore the literature.

· The final draft must include a rewrite of your Introduction chapter to tie it more closely to the research question and the experiments.
MIRRORING OF CHAPTERS

· All points raised in the Introduction chapter should be addressed in the Conclusions chapter.

· All sections in the Research Method (or Design) chapter should appear in the Data Analysis (or Experiment) chapter.

· All main sections in the Literature Review chapter should be re-discussed in the Data Findings (or Reflections) chapter.

LINKING CHAPTERS

Chapter N

· Introduction N.1
As has been discussed in the previous chapter ...

· Conclusion N.X
In this chapter, the following topics were discussed...equipped with this information, in the next chapter it will be investigated how to apply this in ...




